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Abstract

Although there is an increasing need to educate medical staff on ethical codes of practice,
there are few reports which deal with ethics education. A survey was conducted among nursing
and medical students on their awareness of ethical codes of practice. A case was presented
where a patient, after surgery for a malignant tumor, asked a nurse about her medical condition.
The nurse was unable to give her the information, but later consulted with the doctor, at the
same time the nurse stated that the patient had the right to know the truth. The doctor did not
agree. The two groups of students were asked to evaluate the nurse’s opinion. Both groups of
students responded that™ collaboration within the medical team is important.” However, the
medical students responded that " it is desirable for the nurse to confer with the doctor, the
patient, and her family” while a majority of the nursing students responded that™ the nurse
should consult with and dvocate for the patient before the patient consult the doctor.” Although
some responses were similar between the two groups, the responses where they disagreed
clearly reflected the differences in their educational orientations.
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