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Abstract

A problem that is troubling day nurseries today occurs when working parents ask the staff to
give their children medicine. Medication is necessary, of course, for a child who is suffering from
a chronic disease or is in convalescence, and day nurseries have used their own judgment in
giving medication. However, giving medicine to the children has sometimes led to mistakes and
accidents, not only because the Medical Act dose not permit day nursery staff to dose children
without a doctor’s permission, but because there is seldom a full-time doctor or nurse to
consult. Recent, guidelines for childcare institutions have added a new item by which day
nurseries are obligated to consult a doctor commissioned for the purpose about the appropriate
treatment when a child is taken ill at a nursery. It may be said that these new guidelines show an
important improvement in health care in addition to the nursery’s functions up to now. To carry
out this purpose in the near future, day nurseries are urgently expected to solve certain
problems e.g., to find a safe and adequate method of giving children medicine and an improved
system of staff of health care welfare. Here a new system of cooperation between the nursery
staff and welfare health care staff should be established. For realization of this system, I'd like to
propose the idea that a nurse at least should be assigned to day nurseries all over the country.
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