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Abstract

This article is an attempt to compare three cities—i.e. Okayama, Shanghai and Dalian—and to explore
the effects which some factors—e.g. whether mothers have a job, the length of their working hours, the
improvement of the environment for child rearing and social conditions—are having on the meaning which
child rearing has to those mothers, their sense of value of child rearing and their views on domestic
education and training.

The results reveal that the mothers’ working situations directly affect their child rearing, and that their
sense of value of child rearing varies with their nation’s affluence and social welfare. It is interesting that
although women'’s labor force participation rates in Japan and China form an M curve and a trapezoid
one, respectively, the ratios of their attitude against the gender-based role-division in the two countries
should be at the same level.

Japan and China, both Asian countries, have been active in exchanges with each other since ancient
times, so that they once shared a great part of various areas like culture, religion, traditions and others.
In our time, however, the two countries turned out to be different in domestic education and training of
children.

This work is expected to contribute, as a result of joint research in Japan and China, to the 30th

anniversary of the normalization of diplomatic relations between them.
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