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Abstract

Fourteen years have passed since the legal establishment of the state qualifications for care workers.
However, it has been suggested that the contents and levels of expert knowledge and techniques differ
among the methods of obtaining the state license. Therefore, we carried out a consciousness survey of
certificated care workers who work in special nursing homes for the aged according to their method of
obtaining the state license. The subjects were classified into 3 groups: graduates from a welfare course
of high school and passed the state examination for care workers, those who practiced work such as
care for 3 years and passed the state examination, and graduates from a designated training institution
for certificated care workers. There are criticisms that 18—year—old high school graduate certificated
care workers are not qualified for this work, or graduates from training institutions for certificated care
workers do not have practical skills because they obtain a license at graduation without taking a state
examination, and are not adequately serious about their work. Comparison of the 3 groups showed no
significant differences. This suggests that certificated care workers as graduates from welfare courses of
high school and the other 2 groups make similar efforts. In the high school welfare courses students
learn expert knowledge and techniques and pass the state examination, and therefore, they maintain the
level of certificated care workers. Self—-awareness and identity as specialists may develop in the process

of education and increase in practical work. Therefore, the state of education is important.
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