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Augustine on the Passage in Matthew 5,39, “if Someone Slaps You on the Right
Cheek”

Akihiro HAYASHI
(Accepted Oct. 31, 2002)
Key words : RIGHT, LEFT, HAND, BIBLE
Abstract

Many modern people think, probably influenced by Tolstoy and Gandhi, Jesus’ words, “if someone
slaps you on the right cheek,” mean passive resistance or non-violence. But Augustine interprets this
passage much differently. According to Augustine, “the right cheek” means “spiritual or celestial good
things”. “The left cheek” means “material or terrestrial ones.” The words “turn and offer your left”

mean “defend your spiritual goods ( especially your faith ) at the sacrifice of your material goods.”
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