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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to discuss the significance of studying “temperament” in infants, to
introduce the historical background in “temperament” studies, and to discuss recent research trends in
“temperament” studies. The following are discussed.

(1) The theoretical grounds of getting a hold of “temperament” (when we need to know how to rear
children) is stated.
(2) The history of “temperament” studies is outlined and the developmental psychological views about

“temperament” are surveyed.

(3) “Temperament” studies from 1985 to 2002 are reviewed and trends in infant “temperament” studies

are surveyed.
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