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Abstract

Recent advances in molecular genetics have clarified the high prevalence of genetic diseases:mendelian
disorders, chromosomal abnormalities, and common disorders. Within the next decade, newborn and
carrier screening, and screening for common diseases such as heart disease, cancer, and neurodegenerative
diseases, may greatly increase the role of genetics within primary health care. An overview of medical
genetics and genetic services are presented. The Ethical Legal Social Issues (ELSI) of medical genetics,
e.g., prenatal diagnosis and abortion, choices about alternatives in assisted reproduction, are discussed.
Respect for persons underlies all statements in Ethical Guidelines in Medical Genetics (WHO, 2002). Re-
spect for persons includes informed consent, right to referral, full disclosure, protection of confidentiality,

and respect for children in the context of genetic screening.
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