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Abstract

In the past 30 years, numerous studies have shown the importance of ultrasound as a tool for obtaining
information in the clinical setting, particularly for early detection of pregnancy and observing fetal
growth. Prenatal examinations have undergone considerable change with the introduction of ultrasound
imaging, particularly in Japan where ultrasound examinations have becoming a routine part of each
prenatal visit at hospitals, clinics, or midwifery clinics.

However, information is lacking on whether current levels of use are appropriate. Any consideration
on the use of diagnostic ultrasound in obstetric practice must weigh benefits against potential risks.

This study provides a detailed review of research on the possible hazards of obstetric ultrasound,

current literature on diagnostic difficulties, and some medical and ethical problems of intervention.
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