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Problems with Educational Methods for College Welfare Courses
—Evaluation of Teacher—training Methods for High School Welfare Course—

Yoshimi HOZUMI
(Accepted Nov. 30, 2004)
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social work, care work
Abstract

OWith a revision of the government curriculum guidelines for high school, welfare” was introduced as
a new subject in 2003. This subject was created with the aging of society in mind, to meet the necessity
for the development of human resources capable of handling welfare activities, such as care workers, on
the basis of the report of the Curriculum Council in July, 1998. In this connection, teacher-training
courses that can grant grade 1 high school teachers’ licenses in “ welfare” were established in 2001 in
colleges, particularly those specializing in welfare.

However, the subject “ welfare” was created with many problems remaining unsolved. Among these
problems were that the courses did not have sufficient content worthy of the license, that there was no
uniform syllabus applied nationwide, and that there were gaps between the qualifications of teachers
needed for high school welfare courses and those that college teacher-training courses can provide.

The teaching license for the subject* welfare” assumes that the licensee has the ability to teach expert
knowledge of social welfare (social work), and knowledge and skill of care (care work). However, in con-
ventional college education, social work and care work have been separated and been poorly interrelated.
For the future, a national uniform syllabus that integrates the educational contents at high school and

shows the minimum standards must be prepared.
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