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Abstract

All Japanese were able to receive medical services through the implementation of the “Universal Cover-
age of Public Health Insurance to All Japanese” in 1961. In addition, various types of infectious diseases
decreased sharply through medical technology and the improvement of public health measures; and the
average life span was greatly extended. On the other hand, national medical health expenditures keep
increasing. It has caused a financial crisis for medical health services in Japan.

In this paper, the factors causing such an increase in medical service expenditures are empirically
analyzed.

The conclusions drawn are that not only the increasing average age of the population alone is to
blame, but also the medical treatment service system must be a factor in the increase in national medical
expenditure. Also, the excessive demand for medical treatment service is caused due to the system of

medical care itself.
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