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A Yogo Teacher Who Coordinates The Physical Therapy Program at a
Residential School for Mentally and Physically Handicapped Students
Who Require Medical Care
— Through an Overnight Educational Trip —
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Abstract

Our research focused on a Yogo teacher who undertook placement at a residential school for mentally
and physically handicapped students who required medical care. We carried out a field study, performing
a before and after study of the work this teacher coordinated at the school.

We used an analytical framework to record the teacher’s assessment of the students’ needs and the
teachers plans for coordination of care, including overnight educational trips made by the students. We
looked at the initial needs assessment, how this related to the actual conditions on site and how the plan
was executed in terms of the original planning.

The school’s strategy for care provision centered on performing 3 roles in order to support the students:
a Yogo teacher, a classroom teacher and a head of department. The Yogo teacher’ s primary function
was taking responsibility for the coordination of the system of care.

The planning and active responsibilities included liaising with parents, overseeing provision of medical
care and general guidance. The Yogo teacher also had to take into consideration the provision of nursing
care; both coordinating the nurses’ deployment and making sure they understood their roles clearly.

We believe our research shows that it is advisable to have a Yogo teacher who has a specific responsibility
to act as a coordinator. We also believe specialist training is essential in order to develop their ability to

coordinate effectively.
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