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Effective Education of Nursing Students Concerning attitudes toward Death and
Empathy in Terminal Nursing Care

Mutsuko SEGAWA and Yoriko HARA
(Accepted May 10, 2005)

Key words : attitudes toward death, empathy, terminal nursing care, clinical practice,

Nursing students
Abstract

In clinical practice of terminal nursing care an approach to establish students’ attitudes toward death
is needed. We investigated the relationship between attitudes toward death and empathy.

Method: An achievement rating for clinical practice of terminal nursing care was performed on 40
students. Rating items included @ The understanding and support of patients’ total pain (40 points),
@Daily life support with respect for patients’ sense of value and life philosophy (25 points), and @ The
establishment of attitudes toward death and terminal nursing care(15 points). Empathy was evaluated
with Kakuta’s empathic experience scale. Analysis was made for correlation between achievement rating
and empathy, attitudes toward death, and practical nursing.

Results: The mean achievement rating was (036.56 points, @21.72 points, and @13.50 points, re-
spectively. For empathy, scale of sharing experience was 42.80 points and scale of insufficient sharing
experience was 27.70 points. A small correlation was identified between the establishment of attitudes
toward death and empathy(r=0.312, p=0.050). Students reported difficulty in facing patients’ total pain
and the importance of communication to understand patients’ attitudes toward death and life philoso-
phies. Experiences in clinical practice of terminal nursing care had a positive effect on the establishment
of students’ attitudes toward death.
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(Kawasaki Medical Welfare Journal Vol.15, No.1, 2005 141-147)



