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Using Newspaper and Magazine Articles to Show the Relationship between
Baseball and Reconstruction in Areas Affected by Natural Disasters

Kenji TAKAO
(Accepted Dec. 10, 2005)
Key words : baseball, reconstruction, natural disaster
Abstract

The purpose of this study is to confirm the role of baseball in areas affected by natural disasters. Japan
has suffered serious damage from floods and earthquakes, such as the Isewan typhoon, Hanshin-Awaji
great earthquake, and Fukui flood. Nagoya City, home to the Chunichi Dragons, was hit by heavy rainfall
in 1959. The Chunichi Dragons assisted affected people with money at that time. 36 years later, the
Orix Blue Wave helped Kobe City recover emotionally from the Hanshin great earthquake. Although
those who lived in Kobe City were damaged greatly by the earthquake, the players did their best for the
city all season. Most residents of Kobe City whooped in delight and the Orix Blue Wave encouraged the
people and helped them forget their terrible situation. Even now, some residents of Kobe City express
their thanks to the Orix Blue Wave. In the case of the recent Fukui flood, a high school baseball club and
the little league of the affected areas encouraged Fukui City. These cases suggest that affected people
are willing to commit to regional baseball. Furthermore, baseball plays a role in encouraging those in

affected areas.
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