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The Study on Mother’s Acceptance Process of Diagnosis
on Her Own Children with High Functioning Autism
— Comparing it’s Process with Mentally Retarded Autism —

Akane SHIMODA
(Accepted Nov. 20, 2005)

Key words : high functioning autism, mentally retarded autism, mother,

acceptance process of disorder
Abstract

This investigation has been done to learn how mothers deal with this investigation their children being
diagnosed with high functioning autism.

Looked a four areas: (1) individual attribute, (2) mother’ s acceptance process, (3) recognition of high
functioning autism by familiar people, and (4) the relation to medical and welfare facilities.

In order to clarify these areas, they’ 1l be children diagnosed with mentally retarded autism. As for the
results of the investigation, both groups do not follow exactly the model course of so called grief-recovery
stages and present no significant differences on the statistical contents.

Understanding and sympathy to autism is not revealed easily from people who surround the children in
both groups being compared, such as their family, relatives and people in the community. These results
can be thought of as characteristic responses to autism. Even if they are high functioning or not, autistic
children cannot be easily recognized and accepted.

On the other hand, mothers of children with high functioning autism have some definite feeling of
confusion about whether their own children suffer from the disorder or not. And mothers of high func-
tioning kids remember their experiences in which their psychological blows were late as compared with
mothers of retarded children. In these situations, mothers of high functioning autistic children have
avoided visiting specialists in medical and other welfare facilities, and show traits of only depending on

people of their parent-groups.
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