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To deceive Hilda, temporarily of course,
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ing his duty to Morgan. Of course he
was well aware how fond he was of Mor-
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beautiful and evil is shabby, dreary or at

least dark. In fact experience entirely con-
tradicts this assumption. Good is dull.
What novelist ever succeeded in making a
good man interesting? [00Evil, on the
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There was a sound behind them and the
door began to open slowly. A tall pale-
clad figure was seen standing in the gloom
in the doorway. Morgan gave a little shriek
and retreated to the window. “Switch on
the light, please,” said Rupert in a sharp
voice. A number of lamps went on and the
room sprang into brightness. It was Julius.
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The only person about the place with re-
ally sound instincts is Tallis. He led Julius
straight to the telephone. Yes. Tallis was
right. He saw how awfully perilous it was.
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“Well, what am I to do?”
“What do you mean?”
“You know what I mean.”
“Oh just go away,” said Tallis.“I don’t
think you should live in the Boltons or Pri-
ory Grove. Go right away.”0 4310
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I’ve told you, it’s nothing at all. Perhaps a
little infatuation on one side, a little kind-
ness on the other. There’s no — there’s
no love affair, Hilda[d1JJa mere involve-
ment 11T there’s nothing there,0 3230

We’ve so talked it over that it seems larger

than it is. It isn’t as if they were having

a love affair or planning to run away or
anything. It’s just a momentary emotional
patch in a brother-in-law sister-in-law re-
lationship (ITTI T never thought it serious.

And you don’t really either, do you, Hilda?

0 3430
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Tago Ha! T like not that.

Othello What dost thou say?

Tago Nothing Omy lord; or if 7 I know not
what.

Othello Was not that Cassio prated from my
wife?

Oago Cassio, my lord? No, sure I cannot
think it

That he would steal away so
guilty-like,
Seeing you coming.

Othello I do believe ‘twas he.
Othello DAct 30 30 35-40
a
Tago But pardon me: I do not in position
Distinctly speak of herd
Othello OAct30 30 235
a
Tago Let me be thought too busy in my
fears —
As worthy cause I have to fear
Tam —
And hold her free, I do beseech your
honour.
Othello Act 30 30 25519
a
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Abstract

Devilish Julius says about human nature, “people love to discover faults in those they envy and admire”.
From this premise, he resolves to reveal the frailty of human bonds and of our confidence in goodness.
His use of the words “a puppet show” exemplifies the Machiavellian way he manipulates people.

Rupert becomes the victim of Julius’ malice because Rupert has a misplaced confidence in his goodness.
Devilish Julius does, however, respond to goodness in the Christ-like Tallis and this shows some human
warmth. So this story is a partial defeat of goodness by evil, but not a total one. Murdoch’s portrayal
of Julius is clearly influenced by Shakespeare’s portrayal of Iago in Othello, however Murdoch’s creation

can respond to goodness and so is different from the satanic Iago.
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