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The Process of Making the Organ Transplantation Law in the National Diet of
Japan
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Abstract

In Japan, both the Cabinet and members of the National Diet have the right to submit bills. In the
majority of cases bill is submitted by the Cabinet, however on occasion, some important bill is submitted
by Diet members. One such example was The Organ Transplantation Law, established in 1997.

From the very beginning, the Cabinet never had any intension of submitting this legislation due to its
tinderbox nature and its perceived lack of political weight.

After submission to the Diet it went through two revisions, showing it to be both a highly complex
and problematic piece of legislation.

Given such a climate, the fact that it was submitted by Diet members and, even though it received
a fair amount of criticism, was passed can be regarded as a major success. Furthermore, it had wider

significance, as a positive example of legislative change brought about by members of the Diet.
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