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Proposal for a Desirable Support Model on the Actual State of Disclosure in the
Prenatal Diagnosis of Cleft Lip and Palate
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Abstract

Prenatal diagnosis of cleft lip and cleft palate has been made possible owing to ultrasound imaging
devices which have rapidly come into wide use in obstetric departments. Also, in the area of medical
treatment of the disease, a remarkable development in the method of operation has allowed for incon-
spicuous cicatrix to be left on the patient. In consequence of the existing circumstances, the habit of
prenatal notification of cleft lip and palate has increasingly expanded. On the part of medical staff,
however, there are many problems left unsolved; they are such problems as caused by poor coordination
between the department in charge of diagnosing and notification and that in charge of treatment, besides
the insufficiency of accumulated experience due to the scarcity of the cases of the disease. And yet the
notification to mothers alone antecedes the situation.

The present paper discusses the necessity of supporting models for mothers to be informed prenatally
of their babies having cleft lips and palates in the light of inseparability of notification and acceptance.
It also discusses the general idea of the models based on the problems confronting the mothers and on
the issues facing medical personnel. Furthermore, a necessary care support manual and a schedule for

care practice are proposed.
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