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Longitudinal Microanalyses of Joint Engagement
for Two Mother-Infant Dyads

Mitsuhiro SHIMIZU and Yoshihiro KANEMITSU
(Accepted May 15, 2007)
Key words : joint engagement, mother-infant dyads, microanalysis
Abstract

Longitudinal microanalyses of infant-mother interaction were made for two children at 16, 18 and 20
months, with one infant being in a typical environmental condition and the other in an underprivileged
condition. The analyses explored (1) whether the state of joint engagement could be defined by such
behaviors as simultaneous looking (both infant and mother look at the same object at the same time),
reciprocal looking (both look at each other), and actions that direct each other’ s attention or action, (2)
whether that state would appear at 18 months, and (3) whether it would be better for the typical than
for the underprivileged infant. Analyses showed that joint engagement was described by those behaviors.
This state appeared at the age of 20 months only for the typical infant but not for the infant in the

underprivileged condition.
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