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Considerations on Behavioral Scientific Decision
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Abstract

The theory of decision making in behavioral science is concerned with human beings, but differs from
the model of economic man in which man always makes the perfect decision; the most satisfying of
the candidates is chosen as the output in the theory. In this paper, I utilize Optimality Theory (OT
hereafter), a theory from modern linguistics, to model the decision making process. OT is a theory which
was devised in modern linguistics and does not have any rules, but rather utilizes constraints based on
cognitive psychology. This theory came from phonology and recently has been spreading to various fields.
Decision making in business management fundamentally has a close relationship with cognitive theory, of
which I think OT has the potential to be a most effective model. I certify OT’s excellence by comparing

it with Even Swaps, a new theory which also models decision making.
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