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A Study on Inequalities in Health Based on Medical Welfare (1)
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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to insist on an antithesis against the ongoing situation where the term
“inequalities in health” is used too lightly and to make clear that “inequalities in health” is the dif-
ference of the availability of the resources related to health improvement and the weight placed on the
importance of the resource. We would like to advocate a new concept “Health Esteem (HE)” for such
a situation. In this article we define inequalities in health as “difference related to health beyond a
certain category socially accepted and attributed to the qualities of social properties other than a per-
son’s self-responsibility” and try to formulate health from the viewpoint of medical welfare. However,
it is very difficult to handle health situation quantitatively because of a lack of measurement of medical
health status and objective weight owing to the nature of social research. Here we regard availability and
weight used in this formulation as important elements of inequalities in health rather than measurement
of health status. We consider that high weight on resources means high HE. HE means sense to perceive
one’s health as important. HE is affected by qualities of the individual as well as structures beyond

his/her own responsibility.
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