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The Disability Reaction of Five Artists in Comparison with the Disability
Acceptance Theories

Junko TANAKA
(Accepted Dec. 1, 2008)
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Abstract

The disability acceptance processes of five artists were compared with existing disability acceptance
theories as well as related theories, and analyzed. And finally the possibilities of applying the diversity
of values of arts activities, for the means of disability acceptance, were discussed.

The results show that four of the five did not match the process indicated by the Stage Theories. In
one case among the four that did not match the theories, no trace of reaching acceptance was recognized.
Another case had reached acceptance from the beginning, indicating a peculiarity that cannot be applied
to any of the existing theories. This study indicates:

1 OThere is something in common between the Stage Theories and the Value-Transformation Theories.

2 OSome sort of process of value-transformation leads to acceptance.

3 OThere are peculiar cases that are not compatible with the disability acceptance theories.

4 OThe cases incompatible with the disability acceptance theories are correlated with artistic character-
istics.

5 OExpressive arts activities have the potential for disability acceptance.

One possible suggestion is that the artistic characteristics of the cases that are not compatible with
the disability acceptance theories include artistic activities based on very loose frameworks with high

creativity and flexibility.
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