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Abstract

In the past, researchers have conducted various analyses into “equity” in the Japanese medical care
system. However, past analyses mainly took up the variables directly relevant to “benefits” as the
standard for “equity.” In any discussion on “equity” in medical services, we must look not only at
“benefits”, but we must also consider “payments.”

This study was designed to measure “equity” by using the “Lorentz Curve” and the “Gini Coefficient”
based on four standards of “equity” focusing on the health care system for the elderly. The results can
be summed up as follows:

1 O0“Equity” in the health insurance system for the elderly has nearly been achieved from the aspect of
“benefits.”

2 OAn inequality exists within the insurance system from the aspect of “payments” in the health care
system for the elderly. However, this indicates that the system of “ability-based payment” is func-
tioning well.

From what we have learned in this study, we offer the following solutions for the improvement of the
present medical care system for those over 75. We propose that either of the following two options is
taken.

1 OUnification among institutions in benefits and payments and tax reform

2 OIntroduction of a self-reliant (so-called breaking-out-of-the-system) medical insurance system
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