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Abstract

In Germany, based on the law regarding elderly care workers enforced in 2003, the elderly care worker
qualification has become nationally recognized, and a training program to achieve the qualification was
established at the same time. The training period is 3 years,with 4,600 hours. The training contents are
composed of “14 learning areas” over four different fields. On-the-job training is systematically conducted
in view of the development of human resources; for example, a “training contract” is concluded as a
dual system between individual trainees and the institutions accepting them. Qualifications required
of teachers at elderly care worker training schools include completion of the 3-year course of an elderly
care worker training school, work experience, the receiving of training for teachers of elderly care, and
graduation from a teacher training college. In principle, the profession of teaching elderly care is limited
to those working as elderly care workers. On the other hand, qualifications required for on-the-job
training instructors consist of at least 2 years of work experience, any professional qualification adequate
for elderly care, and the receiving of training for nursing-care instructors.

It should be noted that in Germany, collaborative education among multiple professions is being
introduced into elderly care. It is necessary to provide collaborative education for Japanese students
as well to nurture competence that will help them in actual practice after graduation. To improve
teachers’ quality, it is important to teach “pedagogy,” a subject for the specialized course, in the teacher

training course, and develop teacher training methods that promote practical problem-solving.
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