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A Study on Inequalities in Health Based on Medical Welfare (2)
— Health Esteem (HE) in the Life Story of a Hansen’s Patient —
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine set factors in Health Esteem (HE) which were discussed
previously in ‘A Study on Inequalities in Health based on Medical Welfare (1)’ through the method
of a ‘life story study,” in particular, through the interactive construction approach. We interviewed a
Hansen’s patient for his life story, and conducted a structural analysis of it according to the procedure
Sakurai set forth (a procedure consisting of three parts: writing down the story, extracting the codes
and interpretation). We were able to find 11 codes from the life story of Mr. Hiroi. As a result of the
structural analysis of his life story, our study verified the ‘master narrative,’ ‘the model story’ and ‘the
new story’ which Sakurai presented in his research. In addition, our study gained the new insight that
‘the model story’ is not only directed ‘outwardly’ as Sakurai asserted, but directed ‘inwardly’ as well.
Our structural analysis also demonstrated that the factors of the historicalness and the force dynamics

of an individual life story are related to Health Esteem (HE).
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