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Basic and Leading Study for the Theory of Social Work
— Consideration for the Connection of Insight Forms Based on Structure,
Function and Meaning —
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Abstract

This study constitutes a part of the project which aims to develop a new insight form. We intend
to reorganize the insight form adopted previously in social work into a unity of structure, function and
meaning, in which self-organization is considered a principle conducive to our objective.

The insight form in social work can be divided into three theories. The first theory, which contributed
to the refinement of social work into a science, attributes all problems to mental, psychological and social
structures. The second theory, rooted in a system theory and ecology, explains human-environmental
interaction with an emphasis on function: this theory, currently the most authentic, incorporates the
first one into a structure-function perspective. The third theory, based on the ideas of empowerment
and strength, focuses on the importance of individuals. While the third theory has attracted the most
attention in recent years, what remains to be done is unification of the aspects of meaning with those of
structure-function.

In response to a society oriented in function-rationale, the insight form of social work has so far reduced
the meaning of individuals to mere function and placed emphasis on equation. However, a new insight
form ought to address individual differences rather than function, in other words, the dynamics derived
from difference rather than equation. Self-organization provides the driving force for the dynamics of this
mechanism. A new insight form of social work will be founded on wave relationship and spiral circulation

in a society built on self-organization.
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