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Abstract

The role of the infant home has changed from caring for orphaned children to caring for the diverse
factors in parental relations. Nurses and other childcare personnel share in providing for the care and
needs of the children. However, there is an insufficiency of nurses now in infant homes. As a result, the
specialties in nursing in this area are weakening.

The purpose of this study is to examine the nursing needs of the childcare nursing practices, with an
emphasis on the specialties of the nurses who work in infant homes. The method used was a questionnaire
survey given to childcare personnel along with the nurses who work in infant homes across Japan.

Our results show that childcare nursing practices involve care for everyday life and seeking ways to
promote the healthy development of children. They also aim at providing a childcare support system
for family reunification. These duties require a collaborative system in order to make good use of the
specialties of nurses and childcare personnel.

There are fewer opportunities for nurses to learn the special skills needed to work effectively in infant
homes. This is a major reason behind nurses not desiring to work in infant homes. The important task

for the future is to enlighten nursing students about the role of nurses working in infant homes.
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