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Grandchildren’s Perspectives on Caring for the Elderly and their Confidence
in Caring: the Influence of Intimacy with Grandparents
on the Caring Experience

Emi FUJIWAKA, Takako SHINDO and Hiroshi NAGATA
(Accepted Oct. 31, 2009)
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intimacy with grandparents, caring experience
Abstract

This study investigated the influence of university students’ (N=321) level of intimacy with their
grandparents and their own caring experience on their perspective on caring for the elderly and their
confidence in performing caring activities. Findings showed that students with greater levels of intimacy
rated both home-based and formal or paid care services more desirable and were more positive in caring
for the elderly and more confident in performing caring activities compared with those lower levels of
intimacy. Grandchildren with more caring experience perceived formal or paid care services to be more
desirable and were more positive in caring and more confident in doing caring activities. These findings
were discussed in relation to the important role grandchildren assume in helping their parents to care for
the elderly.

Correspondence to : Emi FUJTWAKA Master’s Program in Clinical Psychology
Graduate School of Health and Welfare
Kawasaki University of Medical Welfare
Kurashiki, 701-0193, Japan
E-Mail: mercredi_ebi@hotmail.com

(Kawasaki Medical Welfare Journal Vol.19, No.2, 2010 351-357)



