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Parents’ Response to their Sick Child and the Current Status of
Sick-Child-Care Support Needs
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Abstract

Increasing numbers of women are working after childbirth, so the response of parents when their child
becomes suddenly ill is important.

An inquiry survey of 385 parents (questionnaire collection rate 64.4%) of toddlers in A city was con-
ducted. The Focus of the survey was on the parents’ response when their child is ill and their needs for
sick-child-care support.

In one year, it was not possible to work for 265 mothers (76.6%) and 81 fathers (23.4%), when their
child became ill. There were more private employees than civil servants and independent business people
who considered when leaving their job due to the difficulty of caring for their child when ill (p<0.05).
But there was no significant difference between civil servants and independent business people.

Parents’ needs as reflected in sick-child-care assistance were ; a nursery school to care for the sick
child 52.2%, a cooperative workplace 44.4%, and an increase in medical institutions that have sick child
nurseries 34.1%.

To support the balance of parents’ careers and child rearing, it is essential for the whole society to
assist in the creation of workplace cooperative systems allowing for sick-child-care leave. Moreover, it is
critical to increase options for sick-child-care support and improve their accessibility depending on the

parents’ situations.
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