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Abstract

In this study, we used a factor structure model to investigate the construct validity of a simple scale to measure
attitudes toward filial support of elderly parents, with the aim of developing a Simple Scale of Attitudes Toward
Filial Responsibility for common use in three East Asian countries (Japan, Korea, and China). A total of 3,644
university students and their parents from these three countries were surveyed. An oblique model consisting of
two factors—attitudes toward instrumental support (4 items) and attitudes toward emotional support (4 items)—was
established. The goodness of fit indicator for data from this model was statistically acceptable. Further investigation
was conducted for the six subject groups (university students and their parents from each of the three countries). In
a model of measurement invariance that constrains equal path coefficients among the six groups, the goodness of fit
indicator was statistically acceptable, supporting the construct validity of the scale as a factor structure model. Next,
the reliability of the scale was investigated with Cronbach’ s a reliability coefficient; reliability was supported with
a coefficient of 0.867 for attitudes toward instrumental support and 0.853 for attitudes toward emotional support.
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