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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine social work practice through the life story of a person with Hansen’
s Disease. The author conducted life story interviews with seven persons with Hansen's Disease over a number of
years. The results showed four conditions: (Darriving at a state of self-health esteem, @passing through dynamics
of "master narrative,' "model story,' and "new story," 3 having a turning point (an epiphany experience), and @
recognizing two factors of "strength" and "culture" for health esteem). The author took subject F from the seven
samples to depict the conditions found above. From a social constructivism theory, the author raises a discussion on
the state of social work practice. Finally, the author suggests implications for social work practice.
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