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Abstract

This study aims to clarify how elementary school principals recognize the competencies of first-year elementary
school teachers as well as the meanings and issues of pre-service curricula for them.

The major findings are as follows:
1. Most of the principals recognize present curricula for pre-service teachers as pretty effective.
2. The principals generally recognize competencies for 'evaluation’, 'classroom management', 'guidance for pupils' and
'teamwork and collaboration' as crucial factors during pre-service teacher education at the undergraduate level, while
they highly expect that new teachers could develop the factors at the schools after they have started to work.
3. The principals also highly expect that pre-service curricula should be 'practical both in contents and methods, and
new teachers should be 'practical' in important competences during recruitment.

Future issues are as follows:
1. Each provider of pre-service teacher education should improve the teaching contents and methods and promote
so-called 'Faculty Development' activities to gain more positive opinion about their curricula.
2. Solid standards of developed competencies for 'evaluation', 'classroom management' ,'guidance for pupils' and
'teamwork and collaboration' should be set up among the pre-service curricula at the undergraduate level.
3. Further analysis for the 'practical aspects the principals require is needed. Also, each university should consider
how they recognize the meanings of 'Teacher Education at Universities, what kind of competencies should the
elementary school teachers develop, and what is the relationship between 'to be academic' and 'to be practical in

their curricula.
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