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Child Care Stressors of Mothers of Children with Pervasive Developmental
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Abstract

The support which mothers having children with pervasive developmental disorders (children with PDD) need from
fathers (husbands) under various child care stressors, and the support which they really received were examined.
The support which fathers wanted to perform for mothers and the support which they really performed were also
examined.

Forty couples having children with PDD in elementary school reported on the questionnaire. Mothers described
their child care stressors and the support which they want and really received from fathers. Fathers described the
support which they want to perform and really performed to mothers.

Results showed that mothers needed not only the support to themselves but also the support to a child from
fathers. Fathers thought that support to the mother was necessary, but did not think that the support to a child was
necessary. Only 30% of couples had the same support both received and performed. The disagreements in supports
were found in many couples.
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