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Abstract

It is important to make proper placement and effective use of medical resources in the local community for the
sustainable management of the hospital and the continued safe and secure delivery of healthcare in the community.
However, the term “community’ is an ambiguous concept, therefore it is better to consider “the actual health
care area  based on the structural and behavioral aspects of health care providers and patients. When discussing
future community health care, suitable communication tools to visualize the various kinds of information for the
stakeholders will be necessary. We investigated the usefulness of the Diagnosis Procedure Combination (DPC) data
on the geographical information system as communication tools. We added the patients’ ZIP code on the DPC data,
and mapped the distribution of the patients in the community. There was a bias in the distribution of hospitalized
patients by age and diagnostic groups, which clarifies the strengths and weaknesses of health care providers.
This communication tool may demonstrate the actual cooperation of regional clinics, furthermore the difference of
patient’s behavior depends on the diagnostic groups related to plotting the information on the map. We consider this
communication tool to be useful when carrying out consultation with stakeholders.
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