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Development of a Search Support System of Functioning Using the International
Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) and its Application.
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Abstract

A Web server for searching ICF code was built, which aimed to promote effective use of ICF. A search keyword
can be extracted from text using Yahoo morphological analysis API and Google custom search engine. With the
search function, it became possible for many users to obtain familiar search results using the in-site search of the
Google search engine. It was also considered in order to search synonyms easily. In order to show an example of
the practical use of the ICF code search system, the evaluation criteria (291 items) of seven existing functioning
evaluations were coded by two health information managers using the ICF code search system and the features
of each evaluation were investigated. The similarity during functioning evaluations was indicated using the cluster
analysis which is a statistical analytical method. It was effective to have classified a similar evaluation sheet in order
to create a better evaluation sheet. The ICF code search system enabled us to code more easily than before.
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