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Abstract

The aim of this study is to analyze of the function in the background of maladjusted behavior of four persons
with autism spectrum disorder who displayed maladjusted behavior, according to the Motivation Assessment Scale,
at a day care center. We completed this research one year ago, now we have done the same research to verify the
effectiveness of our support programs, one year later. From this research one year ago, two men displayed a holding
behavior meant to gain attention. But after one year, this meaning changed to gaining sensory stimulation. Two
women express self-injurious behavior which was used to get an object or action. And one year later, the same self-
injurious behavior has kept the same meaning. These results strongly suggest that self-injurious behavior is way of

communication for persons with autism spectrum disorder.

Correspondence to : Yoshio MATSUMOTO Asahigawaso Research Institute
866, Gion, Kita-ku, Okayama, 703-8555, Japan
E-mail : y-matsumoto@Rasahigawasou.or.jp

(Kawasaki Medical Welfare Journal Vol.27, No.2, 2018 419 —424)



