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Abstract

This study aims to analyze seating position and the motivation for taking classes as determinants of whispering
during college classes through a questionnaire survey of 234 students. The study examined differences by seating
position in the relationship between the motivation for a student taking a class and the frequency of whispering.
Through a questionnaire survey of 234 college students, the frequency of whispering, seating position, and students’
motivation for taking classes were assessed.The survey results indicated that, whether or not the topic of the
whispering was related to the class itself, the frequency of whispering was low for those seated in the front row
among students taking a class for the purpose of knowledge acquisition. On the other hand, whispering frequency
was high for those seated in the front row among students taking a class for finding work or going on to the next
stage of education. In addition, middle row students who took a class out of affinity for the teacher undertook less
whispering unrelated to the class. The higher the tendency for students to take the class for qualification acquisition
purposes, the higher the amount of whispering unrelated to the class. In the back rows, the higher the tendency
for the student to take the class out of affinity for the teacher, the lower the amount of whispering unrelated to
the class. Among back row students taking the class for knowledge acquisition, the amount of whispering related
to the class was lower.With regard to the relationship between the student’s motivation for taking the class and
the frequency of whispering in each seating position, these results suggest that the motivation for taking the class,

which determines the varying frequencies of whispering, is different depending on seating position.
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