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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to measure knowledge of dementia as divided into knowledge of its symptoms
and methods of care as well as to clarify the relationship between the levels of knowledge concerning these
matters and images of elderly people with dementia. The study recruited 119 university students as participants,
who completed questionnaires aimed at gleaning their knowledge and images of dementia. A correlation analysis
of the results indicated that the knowledge of dementia symptoms and knowledge of dementia care methods are
independent. It was found that images of elderly people with dementia were disliked by participants possessing
greater knowledge of the symptoms associated with dementia than those with lesser knowledge. In addition,
for participants with greater knowledge of dementia symptoms, those with greater knowledge of dementia care
methods viewed elderly people with this condition as being more “ lively.” These results indicate the importance of
simultaneously educating learners about care strategies when teaching the symptoms of dementia in order to form
more positive images of elderly people with dementia.
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