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Current Status and Problems of Writing Education in Senior High Schools:
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Abstract

The development of problem solving competencies based on solid skills for information collection and reasoning
is regarded as crucial in the modern society with rapid social changes. Learning how to write opinions, which is
described as “presenting one’'s own opinions that are well-structured and are supported by sound reasoning” in
the Course of Study for senior high schools, is effective for nurturing such competencies. Learning activities in
writing education foster students capacity to think, judge and express ideas, which leads to enhanced problem-
solving qualities and abilities. However, first-year university students are not usually equipped with attitudes to
actively collect information or expressions for differentiating between facts and opinions. This paper aims to describe
problems concerning learning activities in writing education for senior high school students.In this study, the current
status of writing education in senior high schools and students’ competencies and learning experience were analyzed
through a questionnaire survey administered to the students taking Writing Expressions, a required course at
the Kawasaki University of Medical Welfare. The results show that high school students have limited experience
with actively collecting information and writing using objective proof. This indicates that the first-year education
at universities should reflect such a situation. It is also revealed that a learning process from information collection
through revision needs to be clearly organized in writing activities for senior high school students.
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