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Abstract

This study examined correlations among three scales, i.e., grandparents functions on late adolescent grandchildren,
the current relationships between grandparents and grandchildren, and the images of grandparents held by
grandchildren. Participants were second-year university students (N = 158, 39 men and 119 women). They were
asked to choose one grandfather or grandmother who is or had been closest to them and respond to questions
about their relationship with that grandparent. The typically nominated grandparent was a maternal or paternal
grandmother who was alive but not living together. After the factor structure of each scale was confirmed, factor
scores of the subscales of each scale were calculated. Correlational analyses showed many significant associations
among them. Late adolescent university students considered less tiring and more committed relationships as well-
functioning. Moreover, more guiding and caring grandparents had more positive images, whereas grandparents
with tiring or conflictive relationships had less positive images. These results suggest substantial interrelationships
among the functions of grandparents, the quality of the present relationship, and images of grandparents held by
late-adolescent grandchildren. These results were interpreted from the perspective of relational characteristics of
grandparents’ function and how they influence images of grandparents held by their grandchildren.
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