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Development of YOUSAY the Support Application Software
for People with Sensory Characteristics
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Abstract

In this study, we developed an advanced version of the software application YOUSAY, which was made
operational on smartphone, while at the same time making use of YOUCHART, another smartphone software we
newly developed. Our research team, dubbed as Team Clematis, composed of multidisciplinary professionals has
engaged in the development of application software supporting people with sensory characteristics since 2014. One of
the successful prototypes, named YOUSAY, was designed to be equipped with such functions as classifying, saving,
and accessing indispensable information on iPad. However, there arose problems concerning efficiency of information
sharing, so we newly developed YOUCHART so that it can provide on smartphone YOUSAY the clear visual
images of sensory characteristics in response to sensory balances and in accordance with each stage of life. Because
it is difficult even for family members to understand the difficulties and distresses that children with sensory
characteristics associated with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) experience in their daily lives, it is quite urgent that
each ASD child’s agonies be efficiently shared among multi-professionals and supporters including doctors, clinical
psychologists, schoolteachers, registered nurses, public health nurses, etc., especially in the event of emergency or
disaster. In this respect, the advancement accomplished was proven highly supportive and instrumental.
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