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Abstract

Convalescence during treatment for pancreatic cancer is difficult and the prognosis for a long life is poor. A patient
can develop pancreatic cancer over a short period of time. Further challenges may include difficulty in making
decisions about treatment or having to change the location of medical treatment. In this study, we summarized
the experiences of patients and their families related to decision-making of pancreatic cancer patients that can be
read from the literature and examined future issues. This study revealed that there is a difference between the
patient’s and family's outlook toward the end of life and that of the caregivers, and that there is a concern that the
timing of discussion may be missed. In the future, it is necessary to clarify the issues of decision-making that will
appear during the period of life sustaining treatment, and also to consider methods and contents that allow sufficient

discussion of treatment, palliative care, and recuperation in anticipation of that time.
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