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Abstract

This paper aims to clarify how children’s cafeterias have been developing in the community as social welfare,
and were established by local residents as a volunteer effort to provide free or inexpensive meals to impoverished
children in Japan. Our previous literature review revealed that children’s cafeterias would be working as a sort
of “oikos” meaning “home” in Greek, where there were spaces for various people to communicate and unite their
power for the children. This endogenous development has many applications according to each district or region. To
better understand the endogenous development, semi-structured interviews were conducted with the main operating
members of 3 children’s cafeterias. As a result, the following 4 phases were obtained from the qualitative analysis,
(1)Process of deliberation on how to promote their activity, (2)Participation by people of multi-generations, various
fields, and other communities, (3)Awareness of community-building through disaster relief activities, (4)Attending
to needs of children and increase of supporters during the pandemic. Their involvement in children’s cafeterias
bound local residents together for the consideration of impoverished children, which spread to local companies and
politicians that were not active in conventional community-based welfare. It was revealed that they accomplished
flexible, democratic endogenous development based on “trust” in the future of the local community.
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