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Abstract

This study examined children's cafeterias and clarified the following points by theoretically examining the
significance and potential of children’s cafeterias for social welfare. First, there are several factors that contribute
to the expansion of children’s cafeterias, such as child poverty, interest in local issues, fluctuation in cultural values,
and policy trends. Secondly, children’s cafeterias are positioned as a place where diverse groups and people can
participate and interact with each other, and it is clear that the children’s cafeterias can fulfill diverse functions.
Thirdly, children’'s cafeterias have the characteristic of enhancing democracy as a civic activity with a high degree
of individual and community spontaneity, enabling the participation of diverse groups and people, and by building
a system of public and private cooperation with the government, it was found that they have the potential to be
a movement that disseminates the voices of the community in a bottom-up manner. Based on the above points,
fourthly, it became clear that the activities of the children’s cafeteria would enhance the five principles that promote
endogenous development through social welfare. Specifically, the children’s cafeteria becomes a local base (Oikos)
where various people mingle, bringing about a diversity of relational theories that enrich the existence of the people
involved, and its high level of spontaneity and citizenship fosters independence in dealing with local issues, and
the mingling of diverse people leads to the realization of symbiosis. In addition, the high level of spontaneity and
citizenship of these people will foster their independence in dealing with local issues.
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