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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the practical process of how welfare professionals working in facilities for
patients with severe motor and intellectual disabilities (SMID: severe motor and intellectual disabilities) perceive the
reactions and signs of patients with SMID. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 11 welfare professionals
and qualitative descriptive studies were conducted. As a result of the analysis, it was found that the practical
processes of the welfare professionals who grasp the reactions and signs expressed by the patients with SMID are
follows: “having a basic professional attitude”, “work with patients with SMID", “preparing for the assessment to
grasp the reactions and signs of the patients with SMID”, “being able to grasp the reactions and signs expressed
by the patients with SMID", “Confront the difficulty of grasping the reactions and signs expressed by the patients
with SMID", “Understand the individual characteristics of each patient with SMID", “Consider with all professionals
involved with patients with SMID". From the aforementioned analysis, 7 categories, 15 subcategories, and 38 codes
were extracted. It became clear that in order to grasp the reactions and signs expressed by the patients with SMID,
welfare professionals must recognize the diversity of each the patients with SMID, regard them as irreplaceable, and
implement practices based on a relationship that values the dignity of patients with SMID.
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