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Abstract

Sex crime victims often suffer from secondary victimization in addition to the crime. This study investigated the
significance of lack of knowledge about sex crimes and ambivalent sexism in the causal background of the social
acceptance of sex crime myths. We conducted a questionnaire survey with Japanese college students (N=163) on
sex crime myths about women, knowledge about sex crimes, and ambivalent sexism toward women. We analyzed
119 valid responses. Multiple regression analyses indicated several significant effects of knowledge and sexism on
accepting myths. Total and subscale scores of “physical and mental influences” of crime among knowledge about sex
crimes contributed negatively to the concealed “desire for rape” subscale score of the sex crime myths. Hostile and
benevolent sexism contributed positively to the total score and “accepting sexual violence” and “misunderstanding
women's desire” subscale scores of the myths. Hostile sexism also contributed positively to the “desire for being
raped” and the “victim's responsibility” subscale scores of the myths. These results suggest the significance of
acquiring proper knowledge about sex crimes and changing ambivalent sexism. The findings of this study are
constrained by specific limitations, including that most participants were psychology students in a medical and
welfare university and using originally developed items to assess knowledge about sex crimes.
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