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Abstract

A review of previous studies on support for “family members in charge of care” (hereafter “family members”)
of persons with higher brain dysfunction (HBD) revealed three trends. First, family members have a significant
influence on the rehabilitation of individuals with HBD, and they themselves need support. Second, there were many
practical studies on the importance and methods of psychoeducational support by healthcare professionals, with the
aim of enabling families to provide better care for individuals with HBD through family support. Third, few studies
focused on the family itself and examined support for the family, and few studies clarified the family's thoughts
about caregiving and the factors that cause changes in these thoughts. There were also no studies that qualitatively
clarified what is needed to guarantee the lives of family members from their perspective. Based on the above, we
believe that further research needs to be conducted based on the concept of social inclusion to determine what kind
of support is necessary for families to regain their own lives.
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