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Abstract

The concept of acceptance of disability was born overseas, was later introduced to Japan and is now widely used
for a variety of disabilities. On the other hand, as time passes since the birth of the concept there are fewer and
fewer opportunities to understand the concept. Therefore, we reviewed the changes and issues of the concept of
disability acceptance. Furthermore, we considered the future prospects for the use of the concept. Two things were
confirmed in this paper. First, the way people think about and deal with disability differs depending on the type
of disability. Therefore, we suggested that the concept of disability acceptance needs to be carefully considered in
applying it to various disabilities. Second, we suggested that the concept may have spread as an indication of the
ideal state or goal of persons with disabilities. Therefore, we suggested that the concept should not indicate an ideal
image of persons with disabilities, but rather a concept for exploring how they think about and deal with disability.
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