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Research Trends and Prospects of Psychological Processes of Persons
with Congenital Cerebral Palsy Regarding Their Own Disability

Hiroaki NISHIDA, Aya YUASA and Yuko TAKEI
(Accepted Apr. 30, 2024)
Key words : acceptance of own disability by persons with disabilities, review, congenital cerebral palsy
Abstract

The purpose of this study was twofold: first, to review previous studies on “disability acceptance” and “disability
perception” among persons with disabilities and to summarize them by disability type; second, to clarify how “persons
with acquired disabilities due to accidents or illnesses that resulted in physical disabilities” and “congenital cerebral
palsy” have accepted their own disabilities during their lives. A search of J-STAGE using the keywords “parties
with disabilities”, “acceptance of disabilities”, resulted in the extraction of 43 articles. Since 2000, research on
disability acceptance among persons with disabilities has spread to a variety of disability types, and the total number
of articles has increased significantly. We also found that the number of papers on disability acceptance by persons
with congenital disabilities was smaller than that of papers on disability acceptance by persons with acquired
disabilities due to accidents or illnesses that resulted in limb disabilities. Furthermore, the results of disability
acceptance in the acquired limb disabled persons showed that the conventional disability acceptance theory of Cohn,
Ueda, and others could be applied, but the congenital cerebral palsy persons regarded their disability as normal. In
other words, the results suggest that congenital cerebral palsy patients have their own unique disability acceptance
process, which cannot be explained by the conventional disability acceptance theory.
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