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Historical Transition in the “Rights of the Child” Leading up to the
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Abstract

Many issues affecting children and their families, such as child abuse, bullying, and poverty, violate children’s
rights, with the number of such cases increasing and diversifying. The Basic Act on the Rights of the Child, enacted
in April 2023, has led to consistent and widespread implementation of children’s rights measures across a range
of sectors including medical care, health, welfare, education, and rehabilitation. This study aimed to organize key
treaties and declarations on children’s rights from the White House Conference to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child. The findings reveal that prior to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, passive rights were the main
focus, but the Convention on the Rights of the Child explicitly defined active rights. Among these, the so-called four
general principles, the “right to express opinions” is emphasized as one of the four general principles. However, the
Convention also encompasses comprehensive rights related to child labor, poverty, family, childcare, and education.
Although times have changed, we must not forget that there are issues that still persist and that support is still
required. The Convention on the Rights of the Child has been ratified by more countries. To ensure children’s rights
are upheld, it is essential to align with international standards while being mindful of Japan's unique culture, legal
system, and ideology.
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