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A Non-Patient Attitude Survey on Cleft Lip and/or Palate: Differences
in Perception of the Groups That Responded That They Knew
About the Condition and Those Who Did Not Know

Kiyoka INOUE, Sanae KOZAI, Kuniko MIMURA, Misuzu MATSUDA and Mihoko NAKANII
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Abstract

To clarify non-patient attitudes toward cleft lip and/or palate, we previously conducted a survey using the
Internet. The purpose of this study was to clarify the differences in perceptions of the non-participants toward the
participants when they were aware of the condition and when they were not aware of the condition The target
population was a total of 500 persons who participated in the survey. The survey items were divided into two
groups: those who knew of cleft lip and/or palate (250 persons) and those who did not know of cleft lip and/or
palate (250 persons), and a simple tabulation was conducted. As a result, 88.8% of the “know group” and 72.6% of the

“don’t know group” treated their partners “normally” when they met. When asked what they would be concerned
about if their partner had a cleft lip and/or palate (or had scars or surgery on the face), 50.8% of the “know” group
and 56.0% of the “don’t know” group answered “appearance,” while 37.6% of the “know” group and 30.0% of the

“don’t know” group answered “genetics for unborn children.” Although it is necessary to disseminate information
on diseases widely, the method of dissemination should be carefully considered so that medical professionals can
provide accurate and specialized information on complex issues such as heredity.
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